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Canola and rapeseed growers consider forming a new commodity commission 
 

OLYMPIA  The state Department of Agriculture is looking for people who grew canola or 

rapeseed during the last four years, but did not receive a ballot to vote in a referendum to  

determine support for establishing a Canola and Rapeseed Commission. 

 
A public hearing conducted in Pasco on June 25 determined that sufficient interest existed 

among the growers to warrant the referendum. 

 
For the referendum to be valid, at least 30 percent of the growers, producing at least 30 percent 

of the state’s canola and rapeseed must vote. Growers who did not receive a ballot can request 

one by contacting the state Department of Agriculture. 

 
To be counted in the referendum, all ballots must be postmarked no later than Dec. 23. A 

commission will be established if it is supported by a majority of the growers, producing the 

majority of the state’s canola and rapeseed.  

 
If approved, growers will pay an assessment of 10 cents per hundred pounds at the first point of 

sale. The Canola and Rapeseed Commission would use the funds to provide grower services 

such as marketing and promotion, production and processing research, and grower information. 

It would also establish rules for grading the quality of products.  

 
Canola is used to produce high quality cooking oils, salad dressings and margarine. The meal 

that remains after the oil is extracted is used for animal feed. Rapeseed oil is used for industrial 

lubricants. Canola has become an important crop in Eastern Washington where it is grown as a 

rotational crop by wheat producers. 
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The Canola and Rapeseed Commission, if approved, will have an eight-member board. Six 

members will be elected by the growers, one member will be appointed by the elected members, 

and one member will be appointed by the director of Agriculture.  

 
If approved, the Canola and Rapeseed Commission would become the state’s 25th commodity 

commission. 

 
All growers of canola and rapeseed in Washington are eligible to vote in the referendum. If you 

did not receive a ballot in the mail and have produced canola or rapeseed in the past four years, 

qualifications to vote may be established by sending your name, address, county of canola or 

rapeseed production and quantity produced in 1994, 1995, 1996 or 1997 to Walter Swenson, 

Agricultural Programs Administrator, Department of Agriculture, PO Box 42560, Olympia, WA 

98504-2560. Information also may be sent by FAX to (360) 902-2092, or by E-mail to 

wswenson@agr.wa.gov. 

 
### 

 
Note to editors: For information about canola, rapeseed, or the formation of a commodity 
commission, contact Walter Swenson at (360) 902-1928. 
 


